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early morning forced him to
"think who I am as an African­
American, and citizen of the
United States."

Over the years,. he has had some
challenging questions posed to
him as a black male.

"I still believe that America is
the land of big hearts and great
potential," Banks said.
He was also a re<;:ipient of a 1989

National Endowment for the Arts
fellowship grant for creative writ­
ing. He has been a major contrib­
utor as an example for' other inner
city youth destined for greatness.
Banks is another one of Kansas
City's voices of truth for genera­
tions to come.

Stanley Banks' article Ollt of the Bllles remembers tht·
tragedy and lives lost on Sept. It, 2002.,.

Avila's award­
.winning poet

Jamalaa' Ferrell--,:
-----", Staff Writer

I
nstructor of English at Avila
University and Kansas City
native Stanley Banks is a rec­

ognized poet and winner of the
1981 Langston Hughes Prize for
On Alley Way, his first series of
poems.

Banks, raised as a poor 'black in
Kansas City'S inner city, consid­
ers his .dream occupation at Avila
a "fulfillment of the American
potential," and a great honor
"working with and instructing a
diverse group of bright students." ,

His recently published article in
the Kansas City Star, "Out of the
Blues," remembers and gives
recognition to the tragedy that.
~truck America with grief on
Sept. 11,2001, when more than
3,000 people lost their lives due
to violent acts of terrorism.

He '~tates that the events on that

P. yers .answered'
'Avila _,~.w.· d~ec~o~ of .t'a~pus rriifiistry J :

...

Betsy Rechtien -­
--'---....' '- Staff Writer

He coaches his daughter's'volleyball team an ves to . itbo~t the university and everyone has a great attitude,"
play golf. He has worked in EI Salvador.to·rebuild • ov- Annstr~ng'Said. "Avila is very diverse and has a wonderfu.1
erished·communities. He is Avila's new director of'c us' staff." ! - ;. .' ,

ministry, Dave Armstrong, and he is ready to eX9ite me '.' .He' is 'interested in taking amission group to EI Salvador,
campus. , ,. ',' as tie has done the last two years, and is raising money to

Armstrong describes himself as easy-going, easy to tal\{ elp wit.h a new wat~r. project·.·. ' •
-to, and open~minded. He wants people to think of him as a "Peop.~ ~.ave to walk over a mile to get to a well with
regular person. wa and even jf they get there, the 1.Y.a~er is bad. When

"People sometijlles think that since I they '-nk the water people get'sick, and- can't. work and
am in nUnistry,'I am not a real person,'" can't' g 'school," Armstrong 'said. "'"
Armstrong said. Junior . gi Holland is cUllently involved with campus

Almstrong is the "typical family" man ministry an", s excited to have :-\rmsttong as part of the
and has three children, Jessie, l5~ Erin, 10, tea'm. ~ .

and Michael, 7, and has recently bought the house that he . "H~ has som eat ideas that will hopeflllly get more stu-
lived in as a child. dents lIlvolved WI the things that c~pus ministry does,"

He is happy to be at Avila, and finds it to be different Holland said.
from anywhere else he has worked. Armstrollg welco everyone to stQP by and see him.

"What is interesting ~bout Avila is people are so loyal "My door is always ope xcept' when it's closed."
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three weeks.after the bombings.
"Experiencing both attacks, I

realize what it is to be an
American citizen," Muturi said. "I
think it is the greatest country' on
earth."

Mutori came to Kansas City
because of faJnily. After earning'
the 'position of security officer, he

, began taking classes to ~ontinue

his-education.
Mutori likes Avila for many ·rea­

-sons.
'''I love the people I work with

and b.eing' able to interact with the
students. I really like my job."

Muturi has always had many
goals and aspirations. His I?ajor is
political science, and he plans to
study law after graduating from
Avila.

"It has always been something
I've wanted t~,':Muturi said..

His plan af~~~l~uation next
year is to study law, .ossibly at the
University of Missou ansas
City.

"Avila is the best thing t t has
happened to me, and I'm exc d
to be here." . ..

, .
Hilary Het~--­
-- Advertising Manager

Student sp.c~tlight
Simon

Muturi

works hard

to keep.
Avila safe

, ,

Simon Muturi might be seen
walkil\li around on campus
as the Av 10. ecurity guard,

or he may be sitting ;on~ seal over
in class. By day, he keeps the cam­
pus safe, and by night, he attends
classes at Avila.

"
Originally from Kenya, Mutori

came to the United States 12 years
ago. He joined the Marine Corps
for four years before coming to
work on campus~ As a child,
Muturi observed planes flying in

.the sky while playing with his
friends. He would tell them, "one
day I'll get in one of those planes
and go wherever it is going." The
Marines helped him accomplish
that dream.

Muturi is thankful for the many
opportunities living in the United
States has given him. In his life­
time, he has experienced two ter­
roost attack~: the embassy bomb­
ings in Africa in 1998 and the
attacks of Sept. 1i, 2001. At the,
time of the embassy bombings,
Muturi was ,still in the Marines., .
His native ,lan.guage,is Swflbili, so
the FBLasked him to be C! transla­
tor. He worked,with the FBI for
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• The
final
new face
to join
the Avila
fac'wty
is Janet
Reagor.
Reagor
is an
a§sistant

, • cl'

professor in nursing in Avila's nursing
division.

Reago,r. i~ a registered nurse and
received her nursing degree from

. Illinois Wesleyan University.
;\fter thoughts ofrelocating, Reagor

and her husband settled in Kansas
City. Word ofAvila's prestigious nurs­
ing program led her here.

"Students can expect IRe to be 're~ly

interested in the topics we will discuss;
I am excited about nursing and I want
them to be excited about nursing"
Reagor said. .

Avila welcomes all the new faculty
members and looks forward to an
enlightening school year.

to its department. A desire to be
involved in acadeniia again led
Reboy-Woolery to Avila. She previ­
ously instructed at Emporia State

.. University and worked in the private
sector consulting in training and
research services.

RebQy-Woolery will teach three
courses this fall. She will teach child
and adolescent psychology, introduc­
tion to psychology, and graduate psy­
chology~

Reboy-Woolery has high expecta­
tions of her students.

"I want to create a class where you
are going to
work hard
and learn a
lot,· but
hav~ fun.
Coll~ge is
'where you
develop
and 'prepare

. ,to.become a
profession-.

'. al,." Reb,Oy­
Woo ~eJ:Y ,I

said. '

Clockwise froptleft: Jodi Courts, Liildee
Peterson .Wilson, Randy Emery, Lisa

·Reboy-Woolery, Janet Reagor and Kathleen
Roy. Ce~ter: Ron McCleary.

"

i~.

• SP.orts players at Avila
should recognize Jodi .
Courts. Courts is the third
addition to the NAHSM

'divisjo'n. In addition to serving.as
an ,athletic trainer for Avila sports
players" she teaches introduction to
sports science. Like Wilson,'Courts
received her bachelor's and master's '
degrees from the University of Iowa.

Courts appreciates students with a
desire to learn.

"I want students to be eager and be
passionate about sports science. They
should-express their genuine inter­
ests," she said.

Avila's set~ing is what'Courts
desired while job hunting.

"I feel comfortable here. The stu­
dents have been fun, and I am looking
forward to knowing everyoneJ

Avila is a nice community," Courts
said.

and se~ me o'utside of class, go to the
student'resource center, and get help
from one' another," Roy said.

Roy belieyes one reason she has '
succeeded is because of Avila's small
c01p1l1unity.

"At Avila ,you get the best of both
worlds; you get the univ~rsity setting
and the small class room setting,"­

'Roy said.

\

• The education/psychology divi-
" sion welcomes Lisa Reboy-Woolery

has received the most new faculty
members. Three.new teachers have
joined that division:

Rockhurst University.
This semester, McCleary will

teach computer organization-and
concepts, visual basic program­
ming, and understanding co~-

puters. .
, McCleary enjoys his profes­
sion.

"It was a real blessing with me
finding computer science. It was a
good fit," McCleary said. ~

• Ron McCleary is an assistant pro­
fessor ,of computer science. A
Missouri nati:ve, McCleary received
both his bachelor) and master's
·d.egrees·from the Univer~ity of
Missouri-Rolla. He has taught at sev­
eral
schools,
including

• Another person to join the
NAHSM divisiot:t is Kathleen Roy.
Despite her. new position, Roy is not a
new face at Avila. Ten years ago, she

. received her bachelor's degree from
Avila. She later received her master's
from Central Missouri State
University.

This fall, Roy 'Will teach college
algebra, finite math, and modern
geometry. Roy want~ her students to
feel relaxed and unthreatened by
mathematics.

"I realize a lot of students come
into a math class thinking they are
·going to fail. What I try to do is let
them know I am bere to help.them.
The best way to succ~ed ~s to co~e

Mikelle Fields -----

Toe 'Natural Allied Health Sci~nces

and Mathematics division (NAHSM)

AyilawelQo~es new faculty
------- Features Editor

• The,
humanities division is joined by
Randy Emery. Emery serves as an
assistant professor and director of
design and technical direction of
Avila's Goppert Theatre.

After receiving his' master's .in fine
arts from Arizona State University, he
taught there for several,y~ars. 'Later, .
he and lUs wife moyed to Kansas City
where he worked for several theaters
ih technical direction.
ILast semester, Emery worked part­

time at Avila, but.has since joined the
faculty full-time, Not only does .
Emery teach, but he designs'and
Builds stage sets and supervises light
I •

and sound among other responsibili-
ties.

"So far, Avila is the best place I've
worked. 'People are respectful and
honest. The level- of respect is the
biggest thing," Emery said

Emery welcomes all majors to
experience the 'theater.

"We have all kinds of people. In
fact, I have a number of football play­
ers working for me in work study.
They don't know much about theater,
but they bring a good ~ttitude and we
have some fun," Emery said.

• ~ocial science division is joined
by Lin.dee Peterson Wilson. After a
career spanning 20years.in juvenile
delinquency, family therapy, and post­
graduate instruction, Wilso.n is "excit­
ed about Avila."

"Avila feels familiar. The people
here are incredibly nice. There is a lot
of southern hospitality," Wilson said.

Wilson completed both her under­
graduate
and gradu­
ate work at _
the I

University
of Iowa.
Her ,.'", '

degrees
include a
bachelor's
in both
journalism
and social
work, as
well as a
master's in
social
work.

A vua added seven new faculty .
members this s~mester and

. academic'divisions .ranging
from humanities to nursing have seen
new additions.


