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Sister Evelyn O'Neill 

Sister Evelyn O'Neill died at Nazareth Convent, Lemay, 

I<f:issouri, on the twenty-sixth day of December, nineteen hun-

dred thirty-eight, in the seventy-ninth year of her age and 

the sixty-second of her religious life. 

Though Sister Evelyn taught in St. Louis for anumber 

of yea.rs, and in Peoria for five years, most of the sixty-

two years of her religio~s life was spent at St. Teresa's 

in Kansas City. 

After the death of Mother Adele Hennessy in 1908, Sister 

Evelyn, at that time a member of the faculty, was appointed 

superior of St. Teresa's Academy, then located at Twelfth and 

Washington Streets. Though Sister and all associated. with the 

"classic"old St. Teresa's Academy loved itloyally, business 

establishments were being erected on all sides, and for some 

time previous, all, especially Sister Evelyn, realized the 

need of a new site ror the school. Sister Evelyn now deter-

mined to make the change. 

In securing the necessary permission for a new locat1on, 

and in a:eraligiggt,for a loan to finance the undertaking, Sister 
unshaken 

Evelyn displayed an Faith in Divine Pro-

vidence, and in the intercession of St. Joseph, and a heroic 

degree of courage, humility, and perseverance. Added to these 

virtues, Sister Evelyn possessed an aesthenic sense, a zeal 

for Catholic education, and a foresight, which enabled her to 
build for the future. 
a ~~:p:ffi(p:w:(EQCX:nooD:ill£\KtJQilflfThQIT 

The new st. Teresa's College and Academy, of Graeco~Roman 
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style or architecture, located on a campus of twenty acres, 

in Kansas City's Country Club district, was ready for occu-

pancy, September 10, 1910. Engraved on its corner-stone is 

the motto, "Deo Adiuvante Non Timendum". 

Sister Evelyn had a true conception of education. She 

rejected the too common utilitarian view of it as, "a pursuit 

of. learning for material gain". ·sister adopted as her ideal 

the .real end of education, "the acquisition of knowledge, and 

. the consequent physical, mental,- and .moral develoPment of the ·· 

indiVidual, to the end that he n;tay learn the truth about all 

things and thus be closer to, and more like to God". 

Sister Evelyn's life or humble obedience to superiors 

as the representatives of God was cr.owned by one supreme act 

of obedience, when about three years before her death she, 

following the adviee of superiors, who were seeking her physi-

cal good, tore herself away from her beloved St. Teresa's to 

go to Nazareth. 

MaySt. Michael, whose battle cry, "Q.uis ut Deus?", "Who 

is like God?", was always found written on.the blackboard in 

Sister Evelyn's classrooms, lead her humble and obedient soul 

to the realms of Eterrtal.Peace. 

\ 
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Foreword 

Q;u.ia ut Deust 

Having been on actual staff duty at the 

classic old St. Teresa's Academy for more 

than thirty years • I could write volumes that 

would make interesting and instructive read~ 

ing. But in this brief sketch requested by 

our Bishop Thomas F. Lillis and intended more 

for the privacy of his or our archives than 

for the. eyes of a publisher, I can only sam"" 

ple things. 

Sister Evelyn O'Neill 

Windmoor, Kansas City, Missouri 

May 30,.1925 

Q;uis ut Deus 
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S~. TERESA'S ACADEMY IN KANSAS CITY, MO. 

Chapter I 

st. Teres:a's Academy on Quality Hil1. 

We find the Sisters of St. Joseph first 

mentioned in connection with education in 

Kansas City in aJletter in the Rou:x: a Rosati 

Collection in the archives of the st. Louis 

Archdiocese. 

In several letters, of t he collection 

Rev. Benedict Roux had expressed hopes of 

securing in the near future some_ sisterhood 

to help him in his missionary work. at the 

mouth of the Kaw." Bishop Joseph Rosati fin"­

ally offered to' send him some Sisters :olfl St• 

\).oseph. 

In a letuer dated. November 10, 1834,; 

Father Roux ·replied, "As t o the Sisters of 

St. Joseph, Monseigneur,; whom you· announce. 

to me, I know their order very well. I 

esteem it highly an~should be f~attered to 

. -~-
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ST. TERESA'S ACADEMX IN KANSAS CITY, MO. 

s,ee fou:r or five oll. the sisters here at the 

Kansas River, but not knowing a word of English, 

(the first sisters were Fren:ch) how-v could 

they give rui education totthe children?,:..:..:. 

and how could I even with the best of good 

Will support .them? Let them bring some Am.­

ericans with them, as also some pecuniary 

means otherwise, ·Monseigneur, I would be crazy 

to tell you to send them." 

And Father Roux was right; there was noG 

thing in the Kansas City o:f that remote per.:. 

iod to hold out any hope o:f success :for a 

Catholic school. The harvest was yet unripe. 

Father Roux had secured out of forty acres 
• 

a twenty acre tract :for church pUrposes, and 

he had just· contracted wi-th one James H. McGee 

for the building, out of squared timber, of 

the Church of St. Franci£ R@gis and an adjoin.:. 

ing parsonage, both to be delivered the fol­

lowing August, when he was called upon to 



leave for another fTeld. 1 

It is not clearly stated whether this 

' contract was carr~ed out. Laura Coates Reed 

has in her INMEMORIAM a cut bearing the legend. 

wFathe~ D6nnelly1 s Log Cabin, built in 

1840 - torn down in 1882. South west corner 

of' Eleventh and Pennsylvania Avenue." 

Mrs. Reed was a good sized girl in those 

~ pioneer days. and with scarce a house near her 

home to scatter_-~ttenbion, she is probably auth"­

-8ntic as to _dates. But she J?pe.aks not o:f the 

church and she does say that Father Donnelly 

in her memory was u.s.ing the log cabin ·:for 

the dual purpose o:r church and dwelling. 2 

The mission.was without a resident pastor 

from April 25th, 1835 until Reverend Bernard 

aonnelly's appointment in 1857. 

1. · Carraghan, Gilbert J., .Catholic Beginnings 

in Kansas City,_Missouri . . ; . 

2. Reed, Laura Coates, Inmemoriam 

. . f 
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In the interim, the spiritual needs of 

the mission were administered by various 

holy Jesuits, among them Father Nicolas Point 

who sketched with no date the group of log 
2 

buildings here shownl 

The church, it is said, 

was in the middle of 

what is now Penn Street, 

It was torn down be.fore 

the .parsonage to make 

way for the cutting 

of the street. 

I do not knOw whether Father Point 

claimed the sketch to be from the actual 

group of buildings or only from Mr. McGeets 

plans. 

At any rate, that the log group did 

exist and that Father Donnelly found it there 

and used ·it~ is convincing:hy set forth in the 



Sketch of Father Donnelly's Parish by Viator, 

published in the St. Louis News Letter of 

Mayl~, 1847. After a minute description 

of the church and its cupola, he says: 
,_/-

11A clear.;..toned bell summons the parish-

loners 6noacasions of religious services. 
I 

Holy Mass at 10 A.M. with an instruction in 

French, and vespers at 3 P.M. with a lecture 

in the same language, constitutes the re.;.. 

ligious services of the present incumbent of 

St. Francis Regis Church on Sundays and holy 

days .,3 ,;/ 

Only the clear.;..toned 'bell it is that 

induces_ me to dw~ll at all upon this oft 

. discussed group of first church buildings. 

Whence did the bell come~ 
4 

There is evidence 

~t Father Roux had asked Bishop Rosati for 

a bell. Did _Mr. Choteau, through whom the 

Bishop sent.Father Roux aid, install the 

3. Ibi<! 

4. Roux a Rosati Collection, St, Louis 

Archives. 

_g.;. 



bell in the cupola of St. Francis Regis 

Church? The bell in that cupola, which 

Viator heard ring was certainly the first 

church bell that rang inKansas City. Fath'-

er Donnelly could do nothing elsa but trans­

~er it to the old balfray of the Immaculate 

Conception Church when·st. Francis Regis 

Church was demolished. .There it did service 

until 1885 when the IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

Church at Eleventh and Washington was torn down.5 

Then it was 'sent oval;' to st •. Tere:,a' s by 

Father Donnelly, where, standing on the north 

porch, rain or shine for twenty five years, 

it faithfully roused the sisters from their 

morning slumbers and announced with clock'-

. like decision the hour :ror holy Mass, :ror 

prayer, for study; and for meals, at the end 

of which it·counted out with religious exact­

ness just the rubrical number of Angelus strokes. 

The oaken iron-bound beam from which it 
• 

5, Coates, Laura., Inmemoria.m 
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swung was the only part of the belfrey that 

came to us with the bell. Tall oak posts 

were planned to support the bell and its 

berun. When we moved to Windmoor on August 

16.• 1910, the bell went with us in the very 

first load of special treas~res. Unmarked 

and roughly cast, it still hangs from the 

·original iron bound beam in a conspicious 

corner of our Windmoor Library. A sign in 

the library reads, "SILENGEL 11 and so the old 

bell ever a stickler for order is silent, 

save when some distinguished guest claims 

the honor of hearing Viator's still "clear-'" 

toned l:Jell." 
" . ·. 

Butwhat a worker Father Donnelly wast 

We next find him going through the room of 

a well'-conducted school, over .the east door. 

of which an inserted stone slab bore the 

inscription:· 



ERECTED BY THE P ARISRIONERS 
. ~· -·· 

1859 

Rev. Bernard Donnelly, Pastor. 

The first teachers in this school were 

Mary Virginia Haverty, Mrs. S. Jarboe, who 

died recently, and Ellen Smith, Father Don-

nelly's niece. Thomas Brougham, another 

.teacher, is still living with his daughter, 

Mary, who, educated at St. Teresa's Academy, 

is now Mrs. John Wayland of this city. Alyn 

David's name is mentioned as a fourth teacher. 

Meanwhile trouble was brewing for the 

young Kansas City. Even as far back as 1859 

there were rumbles of.disunion and distrust 

in her ranks. The families of the southern 

s~pathizers lived for the most part on the 

east .side of.town, and the union families on 

the west side. ·~'he name .given about 1850 to 

the west side of town, Broadway to Jefferson, 

-12-
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and Ninth to Eleventh was Quality Hill. 7 And 

so when the Civil War broke out, Kansas City 

was having a Civil War of her own, and was soon 

to wade in human blo<rl • 

And now the city had been warned. It was 

deemed to be in great danger. Price and his 

Confederate column was nearing. The Bushwhackers 

under Quantrell had sacked and burned Lawrence 

Kansas, The irresponsible Kansas Red Stockings 

would possibly retalliate by demolishing Kansas 

City. 

The militia was called out. Every citizen 

mua~ serve! Here we will let Laura Coabes Reed 

tell one of her experiences just at this time! 

"Tis the dead of night, 11 she says, "can­

non boomings have awakened all from deepest 

slumber. It is the signal for soldier and citi­

zen alike to report for duty. ' I jumped from 



roy cot, a startled wailing child. Mother's 

cheek was pale. Her hand was cold and clammy. 

I climbed into her lap and hid my face." 

Laura's father, Kersey Coates, is out on 

duty~ Servants and guards have fled. They 

are alone! Alone in the old homestead built 

in 1859 and still standing at the south west 

corner' of .c.leventh and Penn Streets. Mr. Coates 

has just finished the foundation for Goates 

Opera House. It was boarded· over and used for 

a cavalry barn
1 

The Union Forest just beside 

it. 

''Again she Yir~tes: 11 A motley crowd has 

collect~d over on the corner of Thirteentl\ and 

Wyandotte. A scaffold is outlined in the dis­

tance with a figure suspended from it. Some 

spy is paying the.d~ 11penalty". 

Those were terribl€1daysl Men were called 



from their beds and shot. Southern sympathizers 

were fleeing from their homes for their lives. 

John Calvin McCoy, one of them, had to get out 

so quickly that he .left land, horses., farming 

implements and personal bel~gings in the hands 

·Of Charles Murphy, the grandfather of Cornelius 

Murphy, Attorney of this city. Mr. Murphy paid 

rent for the farm till after the war, and smug­

gled from time to time Mr. McCoy's things to 

him. St. Joseph's Hospital now stands on a part 

of the McCoy farm. 

When the smoke cleared off, the Confederates 

had retreated leaving in their wake hundreds of 

dead and dying. The, Wornall home was used for 

a first-aid hospital. Every available place 

was' similarly used, Laura Coates tells graphi­

cally.of her waiting outside nockridge Hall, 

hear fifth and Main Street w~ching the wounded 

coming in, while her mother and such other 

noble Kansas City women and .. Mrs. Van Horn, 



Mrs. Guinotte, mother of Judge Guinotte, and 

Mrs. Pierce, were within helping union and non­

union surgeons alike. 

After the Battle of Westport, the largest 

in point of number of any Civil War Battle west 

of the Mississippi, things quieted,down in Kan­

sas City, and an era of proaper~ty set in. 

Father Donnelly's school was closed only three 

days, tradition has it, during the war and those 

werm•Battle of Westport days. 

Such was the gruesome historical setting 

of Kansas City as the advent of the sisters of 

St. Joseph neared. But our good Father Don-

nelly, how had it fared with him during all the 

strife? Molested by none, respected by all, he 

was busy getting the first convent ready for the 

Sisters, and .Sister Ethelbert Ryan vouches for 

the fact that he had in her hearing used from 

the altar such speeches·--ae- the following: 

-16-



"Come out (boys) with your teams and plows. 

I'll be with you tomorrow. We must fix the 

place up for the sisters.," and the place was 

"fixed up". His addition to the 1859 wing was 

begun and finished during such trouble·d times. 

H<iw? When? 

But dates are cold things .and matter not, 

. unless they serve as .the milestones of human 

endeavor. Trad~tion has it that Father Don­

nelly had a brickyard on the site of the now 

Cathedral parsonage,· and further that at the 

Twelfth Stree.t edge of the old cemetery between 

Penn and Jefferson Streets, a place called 

Rocky Point, he had a: stone quarry. A nephew 

of his, who Wll;S named for him, Mr. 9ihpmas Ber­

nard Green, of this city, assured me not l~ng 

since, that as I was suspecting, ]'ather Don­

nelly and his 1boys' did make the brH:k .and 

quarry the stone used in building the first 

convent. Plater·. 

-17-
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A letter of' Father Do~lly's at this time 

addressed to Mother General St. John Facemas and 

bearing the date, December 5, 1865, is preserved 

in the archives of' the community at the Mother 

House, St. Louis, Mo. 

In it he requests that our sisters be sent 

to open a convent for girls. He expressed great 

hopes for the future growing city to which the 

Pa<l:i!.fic Hail way had extended its lines, and he 

wrote with enthusiasm of the prospects of his 

congregation, which had more that doubled itself' 

in six months. "Protestants as well as Catholics" 

he said, were urging the erection of' a convent 

school.8 

Sister Francis Joseph Iyory and her band 

o:f five sisters reached Kansas··city, August, 

18CG. 1hey found the new wing finished, but 

unfurnished. The most needed equipment was 

soon acquired and St. Teresa's Academy opened 

8. Savage, Sr. Lucida- THE CONGREGATION OF ST. 

JOSEPH OF CARONDELET 

-18-. 



its·doors August 4, 1866 •. 

"It ranks high among the best academies 
-!f 

:t'or women in the country, •i9. 

Laura Coates was one of the first students. 

She and her mother were devout Quakers and were 

much chagrined over the building of' the opera 

house by Mr. Coates. 11 I was there on the first 

day", she said, 11 in fact I was there the day 

before, Sunday, when I met Mother Francis Jos-

eph. I introduced myself. 

"Is this the little girl", she replied, 

"whose father is bu.ilding the opera house?" .. 
"How I blushed! -- the very thing I was ashamed 

of''! n 

K studied French and art under Sister 

Mary Anfe, who did not speak Engl·ish very well. 

This was the occasion of mucflfun on our part. 

-19-



We wuold say some ridicu:j.ous thing in English, 

which she suspected to be nonsense, but did not 

quite know, She did know French, though, and 

art, I have some of those drawings of mine yet, 

and if I do say solO they are quite good. I 

took, too, the regular course. 11 

Some names of those very early St. Teres;~ 

Academy girls were sent to me by Laura Coates 

Reed. I include them as hhe had them listed. 

Ad·ltle Robert a of Independence, n9w Mrs. Cald­

well Yeaman of Denver, Colorado, aunt of Mrs. 

Wallace G •. Ferry of this city. 

Josie Payne, daughter of Mr. J. Payne, 

several times mayor of Kansas City. She was 

Mrs. Ladeile, who died about four weeks ago, 

Maggie Brown -- niece of Mrs. Chase, who 

was a Salisbury--an old family of Kansas City. 

Rose Ingraham, Mrs. Reed did hot know her 

very well, but Rose, now Mrs .• Ro.se Rockwell, 

10. Reed, Laura Coates,--In a lecture bafor9 

the St. Teresa College Students. 

-20~ 



has been writing us about those early school 

days. She is at present a resident of New Rochelle. 

Emma and Lydia Guinotte, sisters ·of Judge Guinotte. 

Emma, Mrs. Clark, taught for many years at Central 

High. Lydia became the wife of Judge Teasdale. 

Mame Shannon--afterward Mrs. Bernard ~orrigan. 

Delia Choteau, a .daughter of the well known French 

family. 

Effie De Luce, married Judge White. 

All of the Pratt girls--daughters of Attorney 

Walter Pratt, uncle of Wallace G. Ferry. 

Anne Gilday, a well-known Manual R;'~~' teacher, 

a lecturer of note, who has filled an honored 

place in the progressive activit~es of our city 

in almost every field. 

Mary Harmon--one of the first graduates afterward 

Mrs·. Edwin A. Weeks, teacher of English in Central 

Hlgh. 

Ada Boarman, and sisters Lulu and Mary. 

Lulu boarman, now Mrs. Lulu Webster, teacher of 

drawing, and printing. 

Mary Boarman--Mrs. Richard Keith. 

-21-



Laura Coates--daughter of Kersey Coaten, 

held in memory by a grateful city, we have to­

day KERSEY COATES DRIVE, Coates house, Coates 

Opera House. 

But these names. are numerous enough to 

sampl-<1!> the St. Teresa- Academy student of' the 

sixties. Later most of the best families in 

Kansas City had at aome time or other been re­

presentailc:; at St. Teresa's. Two of Bishop 

Lillis's sisters, Kate and Margaret, attended 

St. Teresa's at the old place, and numberless 

others. Girls of a still later date are smiling 

out upon us in our Hall of Fame or have prominent 

places in the long ROLL CALLS-printed in St. 

Teresa's Quarterly. 

Not long since, through the courtesy of 

our pastor, Reverend· Ben McDonald, I had a·cces s 
fJ -

to an old 1869 City !rectory in which I found 

some interesting things about St. Teresa's. 

-22-. 



Near the front of the-book is a full page add 

from St. Teresa's Academy not unlike our adds 

of today, May 30, 1925. In part we read: 

This Institution is located in the midst of 

a healthful and beautiful country. Its grounds 

are spaoioua affording pleasant walks f.or the 

children----

The course of instruction comprises ortho­

graphy, reading, writing, grammar, composition, 

rhetoric, arithmetic, algebra, book-keeping, 

sacred and profane history, astronomy, use of 

the globes, elements of natural philosophy, 

chemistry, botallYJI F:rench and German languages, 
'-

vocal, instrumental music, including_.piano;· 

guitar, and harp, plain and fancy needlework, 

and the making of artificial flowers. 

The uniform for winter is a black alpaca 

dress and black hat-trimmed in red, ~or summer 

-23-



s 
a buff chambray dress ia worn and a white hat 

~-

with blue trimmings. 

Under schools in the same 1869 City 0trect-

ory we find: 

There are thirteen Sisters of St. Joseph at 

the convent known as .St~ Teresa's Academy situated 

on Ottowa Street betwe·en Washington Street and 

Penn Avenue, which for its location and health 

cannon be excelled in the state. 

The Institution contains thirty boarders. 

The cost of recent building and improvements 

··amounted to $16,000 addad to the cost of former 
. . ..... 

building, $15,000 making the total sum $31,000. 

The building ref'1.ects much credit on the 

architects--Messrs. Francisco, Switzer, and Jeffrs. 

There Are e~~ven teachers exclusive of 

the supe.rior, Sister Mary DePazzi and her assist-

-24-



tant, Sister Assumption. 

Sister Adele Sister Bridget, 

Sister Mary, Sister Ingatia, 

Sister Louise, Sister Lucena, 

Sister Gertrude, Sister Abhanasia, 

Sister Cornelia, Sister DeBritto, 

Sister Boniface, 

The 1869 Directory says f'urther of' the fore-

going staf'f of teachers: 

11 St. Teresa's Aoademy.ia conducted by the 

Sisters of St. Jose~h, the ladies of which are 

highly educate<l•"
11

-

Mother De Pazzi O'Connor, as we saw, had 

succeeded Mother Francia Joseph Ivory, who in 

turn was succeeded by Mother Herma.n Joseph 

o•yorman. ffhen I visited K~naaa Bity in 1881, 

Mother Antionette Ogg, was in charge having 

succeeded Mother Herman Jioseph. 

The academy buildiug went up in five sep-

11. Malone, Denis-City Directory, 1869, Rectory 
Archives, Visitation Church. 

-25-



arate parte,--f'irst the wing of 1859; second, 

an addition of this wing of 1859 resulting in 

the first convent, Plate I; third the addition 

in Mother Francis Joseph's time of an extra 

·story with a mansard roof at a cost with other 

improvements of $15,000; fourth, a three story 

Plate II and basement exgension of' the central 

wing and bearing a cupola also. Plate II, at 

a cost of $16,000; ·and fifth, Mother .B'idelia~ s 

north to southwing. Plate III, the most pre­

tentiou of all and costing approximately $65,000. 

Gymnasium accomodations were found on the ground 

floor; on the first floor were the assembly 

room, office and two classrooms; on the second 

were the chapel, art s,tudio, and Student!!! Infirm­

ary with bath and toilet; on the tntrd a large 

airy dormitory,·Student's wardrobes, toilet and 

bathing accomodations. 

We say that the first Cahholic school open­

ed its doors in 1859. NOw .in the 1869 Directory 



quoted before we read fyrther: Not until the 

summer of 1867 had anything been done toward 

establishing a system of public schools ----­

not a single building of any kind belonging to 

the Board of Education. 

The convent school opened its doors A)lgust 

4, 1867. That same year it was incorporated under 

the name, St. Te.resa's Academy. At the ded­

ication exercises, Archbishop Kenrick honored 

the academy with his presence and his blessing. 

It was the first convent school, and the Sisters 

of St. Joseph of' Carondelet were the first; religiom 

teachersin Kansas Ci!;y. 

I visited Kansas City first in the vacation 

of cl881. Professor Fulton of the Kansas City 

School of Oratory had been engaged to give a 

thirty lesson course in oratory at St. Teresa's 

Academy. Rev. Mo'ther Agatha Guthrie sent Silis­

ters Gertrude Conway, Anti6nette Slattery, Dom-

-27-
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inica Odlam and I to Kansas City for the course. 

No streets were paved at that time around 

the academy block. Penn Street had been cut 

through, but none other. I hold the impression 

of sitting on the ~awn or the convent under trees 

and or walking south under forest trees--no other 

Streets on to Cook's Pasture. Still, only a new 

comer with little historical interest, I may be 

in error, regarding the cutting in_or Twelfth 

Street. I strolled about the old cemetry and· 

prayed here and there at some lonely grave. 

There was no vestige of the log church but only 

n the log parsonage in a state or dilipadition. 

I returned to my mission at the old St. 

Lawrence O'Tools School, St. Louis, but the 

next September .found me back at St. Teresa's 

Academy, Kansas City. Sister Teresa Joseph hl'liL 

charge o.f the Music department. I was to be 

her assistant, and teach oesides Music,one 



algebra class. Mother Fidelia was noW superior. 

Sister Laurentine Ryan was there and Sister Bap­

tista Montgomery, and Sister Cas!:Silda Merna. 

I taugJJ.t.~:the little ones music C.D.E.F.--C.D.E.F. 

all day long, but the bright little curly heads 

made things interesting. Kate Corrigan, Mollie 

Sheehy, Agnes Racket, twenty-nine or thirty in 

all. I had one advanced student though, Kate 

Kirby, sh'o€ was bri·lliant. 

The only names that I can conjure up out 

of the mist of year§ from that algebra class are 

Marne McSweeny, sister of James McSweeny, now 

President of the Chamber of Commerce, and Millie 

·Boudene. 

· But how happy those days were! Young, de­

vout, frolicsome, nothing seemed JJ.ard., 

The Cathedral priests were Rev. J.J. Curan, 

pastor; and Rev. James O'Reilly, Asst. Pastor. 

-29-
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Just before leaving,, August, 1884, I glanced over 

at the old cemetery. The lonely graves were no 

longer there. The log parsonage was gone and the 

Cathedral spire was pointing Heavenward from there 

where Father Jijonnelly 1 s brickyard had been. 

Soon duties at St. Joseph's Academy, St. Louis 

y claomed my attention. Sister William Mcn:onnell 

was directress. How wonder:t)ll she was 1 

Fixing her penetrating eyes on me, she said, 

"you are to have the Seniors. Do try to be a. wo-

man. Some of those girls are two Dr threesyears 

older than you." But no sidetracking! 

Six years had passed, and I was ,back replac­

ing Sister Columbine Ryan at St. Teresa's. From 

then on my stays there were periodical alternating 
~ 

with Sister Baptista Montgomery, the period being 

always some five years. Why did our belove! Gen-

eral, Mother Agatha Guthrie
1
put in the hands of 
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us two for so long the destiny of this classic old 

school! But so it was. Sister Baptista, brilliant, 

beautiful as the ohiael:J,.ed statue, and poor plain 

me had nothing" in confulon that held us to such perr­

:t.odic servic!i.· ButiJde'ar Sister is ill at' this writ.,­

ing> May· 25, '1925, ·very ill. May the good God 

have her 1n His''ke'epirig. 

• ·. Thi\.rgs'"h"iia"~Cb.angea'i'som.ewhat . in .KB.nsaa·. C'ity·~ 

. Johri GlEn:ihon :·=was 'fioi':paator at the Cathear'al ·ot.· 

the' 'Il!iinil.c:U.ik.t'€1· ·coricept::Lon •. We encountered· hiil!;\(ttean 

the' Co:ates ·Himid •ode ·'day shortly after my arrival. 
-__ ,,.:- ,. 

. ~-.:: 

· R.everend,'T:tiomas' F~· Lillis was Pastor at>st.; .· 

Patrick•·s~. •:HI?imust'·•nave' been a Sauthern ·· · sympath;.; 
: -.... _ --· . 
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izer in those days;·. we saw very ·lit.tle.. nf' hrum on 

the West Side, though he and Reverend John J •. Glen-

non were close friends, The latter, too, in the 

interim had been at St. Patrick's as assistant .to 

·,V .ery ·Rev.· .James. Dunne.. One o:t: his experiences 

there, shlllwing as it do.es the metal of many of 

our saintly elders, is worth recording: 

Fath-e):' .natlne• :and :Mother Winifred, superior 

.them· .at ,St •. Patrick's ·were a bit alike. Father 

Glennon. and Sister: .All$. had charge of· prepari!ig 

.respeetive;l:y~ ,the boys. ,and the girls Colllll!li.nion 

classes. • The· chi•ldren were ready ruid well d):':!Llled. 

The :Last rehearsal··:wli.s ·on. Mother.. Wiiiifred and 

Fat:Ener ·Dunne .were \i!itere.sted ·spectators.· When : 

:.'it·· was over, Mother Winifred sent Sister !wry home." 

liyou are'. tire~" 'she said, 11.I will relieve you 
' 

now from •.any further,·work ·with the .class." Sis;. 

.t.er.;::Amy went homet· ·:Father Glennon was similarly 

relieved by Father DUnne. , How amused the .sisters 

rill. ·were. Father ·and 'Mother held forth next morn-
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ing at the First Communion ceremony. It isn't 

likely that there was -nny uil.derfl:tii!nding between 

them, that either of them knew the other's intent, 

but no doubt the intents of both were good. Th.ey 

were thinking probably: 

11 Those young people have conc.eit enough, they 

must not b,e spoiled. 

And dear Mother pidelia was 13till there at 

St. Teresa's, may she rest in peace! What a good 

Mother she was to us. I hear ·Jiler ye.t as she entered 

upon some melee or other, "Children _behave yourselves • 11• 

While with the same breath she was in the fray as 

bad .as any of us; much to the discomfi):;ur.e of her 

As.sistant, Sister Victor, a woman of rigi.d saint­

liness. 

And the Bishop Hogan of those. day's,. propped 

up hy a youthful son, he was' at hlp b_es.t. Astronomy 

V'/S.S_:a :fad, o_f. b.:\-13.<·: ;I go_t much 9f my .. prac~ica:J. :laJ.ow-::­

l~.Q:~~ o;f. ;!l.l;l~t s'\bject from him •. I was at Washington 
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D.C. in utter .. ignor~ae ~: of the wrecking of the 

old place in l9l6, else op,e window sill would have 

been preserved,. The . .,sliadow of the _frame passed 

over it~ sun-dial, fashion. Bishop, his watch ad­

justed to true time, had cut into it with his pen­

knife a deep obliq -u:e line~ just Y!here the ah~dow 

fell at true noon. Our clock of coursewas keeping 

standard time. Now at leisure,. we could set bne 

to ,ke~p "~rue time •. " , 
. . ' . -~ :, .: ~-' . ~- ' . . 'I ,:o·'('·,·,:_.,~ .••. ·,·~-.·_.:-.' .. ',_', :-;,; __ ;--~"·,... . ' 

He_ seemed:_to:.h':Y~c;I):? wo:r:-ries,, then, and~-~o. 

love the companionship of' his. children. ·.He· gave 

to them his store of :classic English on many an 

evening 1 11:!; theJr,~e,c:J;:eiJ.tio~·-_lJ-our~ ... (Th~y t~af:B:~?: 
. . . : . '.. , .. ·:·. 

. .. . . , - . . ·:···-. ·:r·: .. - ':'I,. ." .-. 

Di(!)k~ns , by J;;:~~r~, ,hiS cth'7~~ct,ers_,,!!:J}>.: :()J'lpeoi"ally 

·Little Nell. 

!~_; ;:_' ~:' ,•: ;:- .1 ,') ~:: ": i·! :::~--~:{ .1 . 

But. Bishop .Hog~_fas not,_~h,e;_~lJ.~f, e~?;~t"-~,:r,~ . 

We ll,ad got._ out a.·new .C()'\lrse: of. si;;u,di.es. Lat.in 
., . ,' .. __ , · .. ·' ....... :~ --~---· ._ ....... _l.,.,:.~~ . 

had not been eo !'ar apart of our curriculum. We 

had s.et four Y619.I'S a.s the high ach?ol I\g~ili~~ 
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and decided to ask Father G1§xmon to teach it. 

we went over to·see him--Mother Fidelia and 

t,· with the first copy. "Who .is going to teach 

Latin?" he asked. 

'· -~· l 

11We came to offer you the chair, Father," 

Mother said, and he looked thoughtful. 

GlanCing in mi'!dlrection he ventured, 11Donlt 

you :kb.ow Latin, Sister?"' 

·' "I had just Ei.· iittl.e work ''in Li:..tin," I re-

:Piied. 
.... _. 

:•J•:•. 

!;.;: ' 11Tlien"• he decided,' "wedll let"•·s:l.ster take 

·,·the chair; and wei li: be iti\.e 'support~" '. ' 

_·,"J,'ii .. :.-.-~:.~, 
. Al:ld. whitt a suppq~t ·he was. ',Oaesar • Cicer0, 

V.frg:'ll, I' crui handle iiD:f of :~~em 1:tdday~ How priv.o 
~ . 
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West for her health. Mothe:r_.Roae Vincent Rhein­

hardt replaced her. Sister ~abtista traced hhe 

periodic curve back to st. Teresa's and I went 

to Peoria. I returned after five years, OUr 

Jo):;m, G-lennon of the Pianic Day had been consecrated 

Bis:fiop,( All hi~ well-merited laurels happened to 

come. to him dhxring my periods away from Kansas 

City. 

':'"·'.' \: BU.t; .Reader; you iJ:l search of.,;f.a~t.s,. pe:rcb,a,.nce, 

in,,l9Glll, I· refer you fq:J;' inf'ormation. concerning St. 

Teresa • s Academy during the. years 1901-1904 inelu-

.siva, ;):;o St • Teresa. t s. Quarterly, 1901 · 1904 •. 

ar,e. copies of this volume ··in the hif!.torical eo;llect­

iOII.•at,.the:Catholic University of .. Amer,ica>_.;:;·•On~. 

may be seen in ,the a:rcb,episcop~l archives, .St. 

Douis; another in that of' . Kansas C'ity, and on® 

at .the UI'li yersity of .:M:l-f!s.our:t .·as tll,~ ';cfollowing ·. 

· .q\:l?ti.ed~f'rom. a latte.r .from. the hHt.~I'Y dep~tmen,.t · 

,,\" 

·'" -

. ?we consider ST. -TERESA.•.s QUARTERLY a .vary .. 
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ored&table publication. The numbers so far received 

have been bound into one volume, and are preserved 

in our Historical (J:ollecti-on. Kindly send UB the 

ensuing numbers." 

But there were n.o -Eimiu:ing numbers. Our g;t'eat 

Mother Agatha Guthrie, whose death is chron'icled 

in the Quarterly highly :favored it. Mother Agnes 

Gufl'zage, her successor, had always held the opinion 

that such a publicJ3.!:fion should come from the Acri- · 

deinj .'at the Mother H~se. tt was discontinued. 

IJ:owever a glance at the topics~-At the Mlcro­

'!:fcbpeo.;,.At the Telescope--Sylvan Not·es:...o])'o'ctor Hall•td 

le'ctui'es etc., will cori:v1rice one ·of the high stand-

1ng of the school at tha.t time. 

The st. Teresa Academy of, Quality Rill was the_ 

;:t'irst Catholic school <m. the' affiliated list of the 

UniVersity of Missouri, the honor .dating back to 

1908. It was the :first, too-, to send Sisters to 

the Stat.e University :{'or--s-tudy. Whether the pre-

-37-



cedent then started W~UL __ a __ good one, remains to be 

seen. The Oatholie University of America had not 

yet opened ita doors. 

That we were equ.!\lly satis;t'_aotory during the 

f'irst struggling years at the new site, J'lindmoor, 

is evidenced by the following quoted from a letter 

of December 23, 1913. 

. ---._ 

"our School Visitor_ reporf:s-:.that st. Teresa's 
. - . ' . ,. ·/ ·''· . ·- ' ~\-

Academy iB in excellent~orm. He says that the 
. . ' -. -

. teachers: .are pregreas_iye, earnest, and are doing 
. . ' , -. . . ·-· . 

goo.d yiork,; t]:aat the. b):lildings are ·lS.rge lilld well-
·.·- .•. - -. , ___ ._.. .. .... ._ . ,• . • -,_ .. ·- · •. ·-. >;_. 

ei\t u.ipp,e.~,, that t]:aey, .a~~ serupu.lo~sly <dean and 
. . ' .- • c .. ¥ •• ,._. ' • ' ' '.· •• ... • • •• -. /~ _, 

.that the gi_rls appear healthy and, happy~ 11 
-~ . -. ' '•• . ,. ,, . . ,. . . --~ .,: 

Oongratulat.ing you. on this favorable,_::eport, 

I .~ veJYY t::rmly you.rl}, 

.. J .• CR. dou.rs ou.lt, 

' 1 ' 

Secretary of Accredited Sohoels, 

Uni varsity of- Missouri. 

Another period away and another return fo\m.d 
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that Mother Concordia Horan had· come and gone, ·and 

that Mother Adele· Hennesy in whose _place I found 

myself had gone to her eternal P£W~rd. I was glad 

to be free to puah the.· disposing or the 'dear 'old . 

home and the going out farther from' city 'traffic • 

. But how new an aspect. things·. asstimedl• ··s.'1fshop: Gl'en­

non had succeeded to the· archbiahnpp1e>i:'or"s't~' Lduis. 

·Bishop Hogan a~emed · chi:ui.ged, so· changedi';:.· A.t''·lenkth~. 

our General, Mother Ni;nea' Gonzaga Ryan''·:wa's ind.h6,~·i:3Ji; 

to consult him about·Ssel!J.iing the St'i~'1 T.erEl~'a \Jtb'cik1h 

and building farther south. He was irate at the. 

bare mention of< such procedure. . My.:\ oiie. C!:esiY:a'i·waa 

to see :the< school that ::had known mj. pr'eiieiic'eil8.1i t~r ., 
.. . . 

thirty >years, :where it should be in Kansas city}' and·. 

my. heart ·sank to zero when Reverend:Mot;ner.·aaid.''t6·me:. 

:·. ! • 

• ·
11There>"ia ·ne ·use!. You ·knigl:lt;~,ju~t·· aa'\'l'ell . give·'· 

up the idea of a new building and a new aite •. :'~.I!ll> 

"Let m.l' try, Rev. Mother," I ·pleaded, ' · 

·-~ u . 
Well, you may try," she said,, "and t e1·1 him 
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we will buy a house and fix it up for a school for 

the girls of the-parish." 

· ·•Sister Athanasia Dunnebeck and I went ov.er to 

aee the ·dear .Bishop. ·He was most gracious, until 

I said: "Bishop, Rev. :Mother wished me totell you 

that we :would buy a place .f.or the parish scho.ol"-­

"11Tever1.11 he said, Never! · fi.I .·have .a ·conscience; that 

ple.¢6·-b~-J.:ongs cto the d1.pceae, If' yo1.1. have nothing 

el•se.•<to mention :you•may,.::gol •.· And don-•t.,C:qme.:b~ckt"-· ... 

.... ..... ,, ' '·'' "; i' ; •'. ~-

.·,·:1; Wefwere backing ::aut· r.enionstratin:g, -::with an as-, 

tonisb.ed !'Bishop! Bishop!" at the ·door we knelt 

.•I., '._. 

•'-·".God bl,.ess ·y.Qu·l 11 .·;he \;said, somewhat disarmed,' 
.:.-· 

- ·,. ' ..... :· 
,...., ' -~ 

·• :, 'J.I'Bel'ongs .. to: the~ dic:icese? 11 · I couldtriot:l>see: it 

. tliS:t •. w-ay.·;>· Not .easiill-y; :<i!liseoura.ged.>· ,we .. pl:~ed ·::U:u.at 

what ::to ·.·do. Bishop was thoroughly imbued w1th the 

idea.·.:.that· the St.;. Teresa-'·s ·block and .the:first. con-

,.-40- . 
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vent. (Plate 'I) were deeded-t.o us ·by the diocese in 

1867. worried over his many responsibilities, it 

never occured to him that it was now 1907--the.t the 

things which ha d cost him no worry had occurred 

during that ·interva .. l ··of. ··forty years. · 

'The fact that the Bishop had been good and kind 

d'Llr.ing· those ·iearly days emboldened me :to risk plu­

ing before:'him'•·frnnkly the .facts :as I>~).3-W tgem. · A 

letter.:.wasl·.vmitten <:sett.ing forth.!.auch ·.statements as 
. '·. .. ' -

follows: (T ·have no copy of this letter, but ! am 

a'ure">'our. metb:odi6s,£iahop:'Hogan ·pla·: .. ced"it on record.). 

l. According to· .. land:. prices in 1866',; the entire St. 

'l'sreT~resa'' a··;'b1G>e1/:'•.:at Eleventh and Washington was 

.:);i .. ,< worth:·-·$5o .. "when0g·iven :.·.t.o ·.ua. ·:,.:::·o " ',;'.;;• ,; .. ::.-:, ,; .• •· . .,' 

· · ··2 • :,. The .•fir,i'rtl/conv:ent:\put ·'Up crudely. :'by .. ,;w:l:l·1ing but· 

:UnskHledJ.hands·ji c<;>uld not hays .-:·coat <>$30 • 000. 

3. ··The Sisters 9.1' St.; Joseph met all the -e::~;p~mse 
' 

. o.:r:;·gr~d:b:':igHu.td ''·Paving ·the atr.eets <around the·.···. , 

.:: b>lock. ... 
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and special taxes on the place for forty years. 

5. The Sisters of St. Joseph supported with nQt &ad 

help from the Cathedral parish, its Girls' School 

.for forty years. 

6. A scrutiny·o:r the expense item for the Boy's 

School during half that time might be a revela­

tion • 

. 7. ·The Sisters of St ~ · Jeseph had always held·. St. T.er­

esa•s- Academy to ·a<high standard .and had .givelll. 

' :\'tU\grudgingly -the unt'iring .effor.ts· .of ·tb.flir 'be.st 

.teachers. 

Ei~:·.' ~he. Sisters had addo:;p exp-ensively.·•to the bu1ld­

irigof1867, ha.d put a stone coping about the 

grounds • and. had met all the repti.ir.s and upkeep 
' . 

; ''· of ·the place :f'or :f'orty years; 

·9•• .•I:t ·was·:•only when faced• with the. ·now:-keervinjus-

,, tice, that--any expre'ssi.on of .a: .mercenary:. nature· 

. had everyesca.ped them in all' those years. 

:The letter :.was·· -placed· upon St; .Joseph t.s ... alt.ar. 

The entire St. Teresa.' s: community at that tiem as-

.. sembled in -the chap!l1: •to pray ftl r the success or :the 

-42-



r 

I' ) 

message it bore. It_w!t.!3._not long until we received 

a letter from Bishop, stating the appr.o:>~:-imate loca­

tion which he wanted for the promisl!l.a building, and 

agreeing to release St. Teresa property ·in return 

for a deed to aelect~pr0perty. 

In face of the foreg9ing letter to Bishop, I 

did- not ·expect -him to hold us to the proin'ise ·of pro­

curing ;a school buildiJ+g. Even now it seems ilili'air, 

We had ·saved the Cathedral Pariah during those forty 

years far more than anythingthat had been given us. 

However, putting· St ~. •.Joseph, . our man of the h'ou~e, 

in my. pocket-, .we started to find a· salable plS:c;e •· 

Tha-•oll:dBuckley•home, a. good looking brick house~ 

faced ua as we went down 'Jefferson' Street. . we "l-ang 
\ e2nd;~,learneG.that :tti•~a·renta:l· of $75 p~r month, 

and:;.'that .·the'·'owner,• Mr.- J.c. Nichols, would probably 

-be gladto sell it. 

Mr. Job Hollinger took Bishop over to see it. 

"If Sister had hunted for a month she could not 

have- found· a: m<:rioe --desirable place~" was his comment 

-43-



. ( 

) 

to Mr. Hollinger. We bought the property for j4,600. 

Judge William Johnson on May 1, 1897, brought over 

two unsigned deeds. I. signed. one deed, the Buckley 

place to Bish0p. John J. Hog~m. Bishop. signed t. h® 

other one., deeding the place bounded by :Elevimth 

and TWelfth, and Washington and Penn Str.eets to St. 

Teresa's Academy• Then Mr. William :Johnson .took 

both away for filing. . St. Joseph hlid won, and. best -·- . . . . . . . 

of all, ·he had wen throughout the transaotion, the 

go·od will' of'our 'Bish'Op. · -.. ·;: .. -' . ' . ~-- . 

This Warra:i:J.ty Deed of Biahop;Hogan .. •s,: signed 

. May 1, 1907, ·giving' ua ·a clear tit~e>to:•tl.le.>property 

wasi' the third deed received, pertaining .to.:the ·prop­

erty of 'old St. Teresa' s< · Tae finst}·d.eed' aigned 

l!'S:r~y 15; 1867 and filed. November. 20; :1867, lu't.er 

a description of'the·block·reads: ,.,.:.i··x.,, .. T.···: .. ·.. · ···' 

To the Sisters :or St. Joseph • . : Ooxiaid.eimtion $5. 
I • • • • .. • . --~ . 

' ~ ·---~~ .. /'::_:::.1 : .. ,,·:~. ·>j,. 

For use for the school or. aoademy<!'?or ,girls1·now 

exist'+'lig''or for any -ao-hool or academy.:: that may af.ter-
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be erected on said lot 'lfmi 'for no other purpose. 

Signed: Peter Richard Jl.enrick, Abp. 

The second d!J¢ld sig~eqt Fe,bruary 15,, 1886 and 
. - ,l - . : ' ·. . • . • . ,_. ~ . ' • 

filed February 2R, lfll?6_, refl.d~:. , By ~his. deed?., I 
.-. ' ' .... '.,',··. ,_. "- ·\'.•·- ; I '· ' ' '. ' ·. 

authGrfZ.fl and,etl1p()(lrer, tp.e A9ademy of the.1}1.st.e:r:'B 
. ,.-:.- .. __ ,_. -"; .. · .- - ·.:-".- .'' .. :. -·.. . .,, -·· --~-,.. - '_, . ._ .. -.-.•. _, , ,: ~- /. v,_ 

of 1;lt • .Joseph to sell or convey orino;ptgage--the 
. . ;" :,;- >.... ' . . --~ :: .. ... ; . : .. ,;. . -: ~-. :c . ,. ·: -.. :. 

property, af'oresaid, or any, part of . :J,t, prgviP.ed tll.e. 
··--:-, .. _ .. ··.-··· .... . _: .,_ --··. :. .. ..-.. .. . ,,_ . ...- ... . .-: .. n,-.. ·-c- :,'."~ ,,.,.;. 

rigll.t,. pe:rson, .Toill.J. . .T.,, .. J:Iogan, the PJ:'eSent Roman . . . .-: ·. --~- . ·-··.; ; -,.-. ;_ . . . . ·' ' .. ' :: .'' - . -.; · . .--. .. . ~- _,. ·:"''. . •.'. · ..• ,- ..__,:_ ·-· .-; 

O~~{lol:j.c Bisl),op, f)f;'•,£e':'.JiBI!-f! (:Jit;r, ,or .. !).is successor!'! 
::··,-·-----;:::<· -,. --.- ... :- -···,_;.:- ';·: ···-.--;;;_·_:?,,,_ ...... . •'.::· '--~-.-~.<;·: ... 3!'""!''1' . ·.•·.· ....... . 

gives his consent to such oonveb'ance sale or mort,. 

gage-,c,:t;:p.e",s:on!!~nt. ~<;) R.~, :p "!r:l:-t*~.;.~(i t;,9, p~ :J?~~ 
. ;•.-•··:"' .v.· l ,., ,· J '·.: · •· ••• , · .. ·--:~':'~~~ ; •. ·.'.-'l'f .. ~ , .. "-•~_,1··-•r•l·,, ·''•"' · 

o~,.s.r:.~of$• ·.•. Th,e,.Pf?!l~flt,p~fpo~~ be,;!f~.,.J'~ .. ~r~\~•~::'the · 

. ~~~~,*~~&!(./{.,¥. s., ?f.:~~;).\ .J?s 6J?~, t? .. ~ r~.~b.rJrsf-,,Jn:?~2\?,:,.; ·\-. 
s9p.~f>t ~~.~~ fi::Y, b~ ,m9Te adv~~l'-~~9:f,;g~K;, ~.ituat!3d 
within .tb"e . corporate limits of Kans(l.s ·.City,. 

:[. . . . ' . . . .. . . .·, _,_ ·' .· -· =·- \\.1 .. ; 
·'; 

.', ' ' :;: l~l\ .. ,, . :;':;.\. _,_. ,i ... . I . . .. "··. . ..... , ,... . ;._,.. . 
. It; _,;.lwas:. .. I!.\"~)"l;)een .. tol~, .: ,~ s-qgg~~:j;:!,<;m oL;I,f~~~-

.: . ·..-,.' ..... "•-, .;· .. ,t._ ·~·····':·· .... 1-:l • •. _ ..... ,· · .. ' ; '-· .,,_., ,,_"( .... : ·, ,;., . • -~~-·-:·~·; .. :.!. 

er .llr;QrtrJ.e;ll-y; '~ 'th.!l.t; .:. in,3pir.E)9- ArahJ:>i!l{l,()p. :l,\:elfJ:'iaJJ:: .t.o . , 
·I.e··'• .1'·, ·.·. -.'' ~..- .' ·.~ .• • · ;•,. !',<·!,1;:· ~r.;;·J_(..u!:: .. ~.' -~ .. • ·. ·, '' • ' 1 ·.! .t."'l- .·' :{:.:· -~· :1 j,·:·. (· -~•''·'• ·,, · '- ,j 

make. the first deed. What brought about ,his· sign-
.· .. _. ., 'b ·. _; : .... - . . . ._:. : ... ;r.-:.-,-.-·- •, ·" .- -. . ~- : .·. : . • ,; ' . : ., -:. ' .. ·.- .. ~ ...... : .. :, 

~ng ~h.~ s~c~nd •... I,jd~ ~~t ~ov1, ?l?7s.,it w!l~ .. ke?t'tx 

foresight in view of .the rapid growth of. Kansas. 
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City. No question of miliving had.been mooted at 

that time, as far as I know. The good Archbishop 

thought he had fixed things for our future well­

being in Kansas City. He did not know what a tether­

. ad gift he was conveying, nor did we,· until ··we tried 

;t€). "locate and establish. a sohool more B:avarikgeous­

·ly situated within the corporate limits of Kansas 

Cit!~·" . "Provided J"ohn J. Hogan :!lives conaenttJ, prom-

ised .·to· be an unbreakable tether indeed, but in· St • 

. J"oseph's ·hands it snapped as naught • 

. ,;,·:.,._,. 

~: .. ;The Kansas City'Title and Trust ~ompany re­

. :r<3rre(f'to:us the Court· House at Independence 'for 
. ---.. -. --~--.' --- . 

''<.infcirmat·ibn concerning land values in the 'llllties. 

Karis as· 'City had, as yet, no Court Rouse, 

.. -.. -~~-~-!';:'··_f.:~·-.vi.)ls -·as-tonished ·-to :-,:r--ind in_: the-~- 6ld:·.:r.eoords 

.'.39·•ano..:•sl which 'were ·laid out. before nie •.in the ·.col­

>umn~ma~ked "Grantee'! ... ··'!Donnelly, Bernardu· at least 

· '~·t'elhH;iines ~ The name of the "Grimtor"··i:iJ., one of the 

;·.ten·' transactions appealed to me; I turned to book 

41, p-1?2 and found a deed signed May 20, 1863, and 
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filed January 5, 1864. 

Know all men by those present that Joseph Guinotte 

and Aimee Guinotte, his wife, of _the Coun);y Jackson, 

and the State of Missouri, have- this day in eon­

sideration of the BUll! of $490~' to the same Joseph 

Guinotte, paid Bernard DonneTly or his heirs and 

assigns forever the fo;tlowing twenty a.eres: 

,., :,·; 

The date of deed and location of this property 

are close enough to those of the 20 A of.which ours 

was' a. block to have similar >Vri:ll.uea" '!!he' price here. 

\'n ,-, 

'From ·the office- of the :McGonigle,_ Stintson. Real­

ty Company, Mr. Stintson .speaking,- I le13-rned a f~w 
. - -· - . ·''- . ·- -- ,. 

days ago that the St .•. Teresa block at Eleventh and _ 

·,Washington had oont ai.ned at~ first~taores,: and, that 
. . '· '' . i .· .' 

after--the streets were".,'cut <off, there .remained a 
. - • . t' 

l:ittle- over 1-?, acres • 

.-,.· 

I wish to draw attention especially to the fact 
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as shown in the following cl~ped from the Chancel-

lor's Review of 1822 that our dear Bishop Hogan 

broke ground for the new school, a nd that he could 

not be prevailed upon to Btay at home from the Cor­

ner Stone Laying, though rain was coming down in 

torrents •. 

The .la~t commencement in the old brick building 

took ·pl·ac'!l in-June, 1909. Bishop Lillis presided,.·· 

·with twenty.:..four other:c·lergymen in· attendance~·· 

Honors in mu.sio·-were. awarded on that day. to : .... 

Mba Agnes Rieke> and:: t·o .Miss Rose Miller.· The ·grad-. 

· uation -f.or tb;e< twelve·:years·• class.ic scientif-ic oo.=a.ec­

were merited by-'·th'e MissesSalome Shaw,<MargareJ;·.S_cah'­

lon, Dora· Florian, Lucy Reed, Mary Mullins, Florence_ 

~ ;: .. : ' 

The; :senior·· cliuiiJ' ·of, 1\:llO completed .:the prescribed 
. . . . . . I . . . . . 

c'obrse:: in the old: St•. Teresa s, but. p0stpomed-: .. their: 

d::> mmencement. program -to November of that year;·· so :that 

their's mi'ght be the privilege of receiving the first 
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graduation honors conferred at the new St. Teresa's. 

The members of the class were the Misses Christianne 

Owing ·to the untiring etf'orts o:IC Mother EVel-yn, 

then Superior at the Academy, plans for the new school 

rapid.l"fi[ materialized. Ground was broken by the ven­

erable Bishop Hogan ·on-the Feast of st~ TerEisa; Oct­

ober•·l5, '1908. On a Mount. of ui:lo.voidable delaYs 

the o:orner-stone of the new building was not. laid un-

til November 1:.'3, 1909. That day, in s pita of driz-' . 

' 1 zling rain and occasional downpours, Archbishop Glen-_ 

) 

non .fi)f' St~ Louis, assisted by Bishop Hogan -and Bishop 

Lillis, dedicated the new St. Te~esa Academy. 

The. Archbishop in a short address tOU:ched upon 
. 

the gl:'eat possibHitil:eao of the instit.ution just 

.. found«~d a nd called at.tention to the· courage-·inspir­

ingmotto engraven on the corer--stone, "nee adviU:v..; 
:--"· 

ante non timendum." No, he smilingly added, "we need 

not .. f'ear. even a rainy da,y", he. pre-dicted to the 7oung 
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people huddled under dri_;IJping umbrellas: "forsan 

et haec olim meminisse iuvabit." 12 

One building of the fine avchitectural plan 

submitted by·.the firm of Wilder and W:tght .. was ready 

for occupancy in the fall, of ,.l9l<L. : The old sc_hl,)o.l 

was tlierefore abandoned, . and on. September 12th, 

s,tudents, .old and new, enrolled at the,n<)wSt, Ter-. 

esa}.s • . ·rt was . with deep regret the. Sisters bade . 

fa~~'!f~;llt() ~he old .b,ome .that he),d f()r:,~hem !JO many 

cherishad.memorias, ··•--: 

. ,_; 

.-.·-· .·. '' 

.' -·· 

.•· 

•: . - .. _, . ~ .... 

. ·; -~­
i -:. 

12. Dunne beck, Sister- Athanasie-Repor:t. Chancellor· 
Review. 
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ST.<TERESA'S ACADEMY IN KANSAS CITY, MO. 

Chapter II 

Slr. TERESA'S ACADEMY AT WINDMOOR 
.·, .. 

• i.• -.Now·free to·ac.t in·the matter of·a new •school, 

we. ~did· some .. ear:q.est• •pre:ying. and •Care'ful consider-
- . - . . ··, . / . . . . . .. 

ing .of ·many-'.;.~ ~~ite,: and ··at· length ~decided upon our 

present .. :ioc•ation: .. ·at·: Windmoor.// rt •was. a moor indeed, 

· W"iJ:l.<:ly !l.ll?-'ibl~ak and bro!ren,'up ·by_ an elevating ridge 

r:J;Ui.i:l:in:g';>\:)bilcp.:uel-y across its· south half, while the 
·-· -· •• •; · ••. ,_:-. ·, •. c ••• :- • ' , ' ... 

r;o~~h h~lf' .. ·had through it a low swampy ravine-nothing 

13ncour"aging:•·about., it·,Y;:no.t:&~ attractive 'in any way, ' ... --~- . ,. .. ' . 

b.ut .w,e:jhe.d ':Visue.lized•'it: as'•·we s~e it· at thi'fl w~~t-· <"· • .. '•• '··:•'<• -C ' •• • •', •; • • ••• " • • 

:l..ngff'ithe: .. most bee.ut.iful school grounds 11±-..:_the country, -- ,. __ , __ :; . -··. _,_ -: .. . . . 

e. little oit 0f.J'aradi:se. 

·'.- •' .. , .. -~~ 

.. :)1;\;:r.J]hz'ri~:JKN: J·•~Nichob3' it was ~ecured1·· yhis• 

.twe.xrty, a:·c.r.es > :wbound·::by 56·· and •5f/:. and· )1\ain•: B.ild"' Wyan'-. ;-::· -:. ::. ~ .. .. ., . ,• . - . . - ~ 

<i9t.t.e/striofet sr>f.;:;Ther~;:;~r6··two. Terr'itce.' streets' be'tween .· -, •:: -. '· -·· -· .. ; ... ' ·- . .: . ·.-

·. '55J;;P:~i~d/.l)}7thf;'··the'!property t:hen;;. is, four .blocks' 

long:/and ,two':;:blocks>wide. '·' ·, '' 

' . 
_ ..... 
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¥eomans were the grantors and st. Teresa's Academy 

the grantee. The consideration was $40,000. It 

was signed and filed April 24, 1908. In February 

o~ that year in view of the college work planned, 

w·e took out a new charter whiel:). empowered us, 11 to 

corif'er anj degree con:ferred by any institution in 

these United States." The nrune St. Teresa's Academy 

was retained because ·our deeds and other documents 

were drawn up under that title. Mr. Johnson wished 

to 'avoid complications; 

u;It is of college ·grade, call· it what you ·will," 

he' said. ·Our corporation still exists .under .the title 

st··~·'''·'T·ereaa I a· Academy. 

Meanwhile, the-efficient services .ofKansas. 

·,City 1 s most classic architects, w.essrs~ Wilder ancffi. 

Wil:gnt~ ··were secured. A find Graeco-lloman:•.group of 

tiirtd'e<buildings was'planned~ It ·1s .Un:f.0rtunate that 

wi5. were not permitted then t0 put up all three of 

them •. Now the cost will have duubled itself. 

But think of it l We were faoing this great van.-
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ture without a cent. There were rumblings bfl crit­

itism-.-"Poor financing 1',-- 11 poor site," "such a mud-

hole," the facts speak for themselvee:. $300,000 

spent in 1908-1910 have resulted in a two million 

dollar property--"The finest echool building in the 

.State--and the .most be!l,utiful school Ci!Ullpus. '' l 

But that $300,000 l0an, h0w did we penniless 

nuns ever get it?. I have in grateful memory on this 

scbre .after the good God and my Father St. Joseph, . ' .... · . .•. . .... -. .. .. .. 

my almost life-long friend and brother, Archbishqp 

John. J. Glennon; and too, Mr. Festus J. Wade, Pr.eai-

dent. of the Mercant:l.le .TI'Ust Company of St, Louis 

whom we lrnew acted solely upon the formers advice. 

I was,.there bef0re the assembled.directors .of 

.the concern .. who had refused. the $300.000 loan because ... :: .. .' . _-. -- ..... ' 

they .asserted three .buildings could. not be built for 
. . - .· . "' ·. . 

$~90,000, .and with no complete plant, there could 
:·· .. . ' ' ... ·· . . . 

be no financial return. 

We were not . permitted to mak~ a b:fgger loan and 
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and so it was my concern to show that the Music and 

Arts ~ilding alone could be utilized for a complete 

plant. 

At. length Mr. Wade stood and addressing hi!!! · · 

·conf'r.er\ls said; ~Gent-lemen, I believe I have $390,000 

in this con~ern, hs:v:en 't I? 11 

. · ... 
;I.; • .. ,_ ... 

he. went on, ,~.you may.·have y;.otir loan •.. ,·.come\mver· t@.:.•. 

morr.ow; and :.we will. ·f'ix it up·." 

:Sist·er: Ath.anasia .!and.,I''went :over .•and as· ·secretarjx, 

· •and· :President· of':·"otir·· 'corporation, we· 'put· our·. names.: 
. ". . 

on iOO bonds .• · . T:b.e; loan·~ was made.· F-r.om this ··loan 

. :·:the grounds were :paidi·. f'or~,.,$40,.000 and the gradihg . . . . . .. , ... , - .. 

. or;t,he:,·grounds · $12:;.000·and a·first. payinent. was .made 

On the .·lOan. of. $10·;;000 leaving for the buildings 

$238,000. T . 
.he. power•:ai'rd· heat plant. equipped, cost•• 
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$20,000 so that we g<ilt Ol.ll:Lclassic Music and Arts · '·· '. 

Building a little above $200,000. In selecting this 

building rather than either of the others we had• two 

ends in view. We would. always :need ·andauditorium and:·. 

a gyrunasium~:· It :contained.both.: .Then if ·the:•Main·:•cen­

tralbuilaing went up·. ··we shotlld•:be less likely ,to ·get. 

any other•·· 

But the'(~~o\buildings though. fB.r:from finished·• · •-,., 1 

were ~p. ~<i~•Mr ~ ;rob:.floihli~er~·.ptl1_e Lbuild,er-~:., wh-O':;had .;:;:. • 

made uruisual• efforts.:·to;ha.ve it•cao,;: sent·-.word that the 

S~sters• mi~t: occ1J.:py:the·1r fifth floor quarters in•.:the 

,-.·. 
:.-... · .. ·-,.,, 

Our last day together· at the .old s~hool was Lady's 

Day, Hno •. ,-:It 'wasYarranged:,,that>·~S1ster,:·Arigal1ne··•·ana., . 
, .. -- . . ' - ~ . 

her· -faithful a:ssist ant: :for::•yeB.rs'j':•:E:ttzil.beth · W:!,lliams; 

. Sister .Natalie; and Salome shaw, .. one• of the year,'s' 

graduates,·~'n'ow ·our Si·ster Mary•.;Georg£r;;i.,Should remain 
. . . . . . 

a.··• dayor<:1two- to look:• after def·;\;;.;overs:;•:tliu'd•;,to:;sa_!'l --that:­

such furniture as was not in ·ke.ep1ng,w1th. W:indmoor,:•be 
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the c:athedral. School, a;rufLw_ere. arriving from St •. Louis. 

Soon.· each· sister had hung her shawl and set her 

suitcase in the large closet of her own r.oom, and had 

noted with··. pleasure, .·the ·inviting .bed· and oh~<ir and 

table.· ':l'll.en up the .. iron:•atairshe gleefully scampered 

. and out OJ:), the.: great platform roof with only God and 

the. sky overhead and. the. stretch of horizon·:be;1:ond~, 

The sun: fast. setting:· in billows of 'red an¢1_ g0ld touched 

tner:':L.ovelilie s.s :..of, .the:Jl·andscape :,.all': around·•··· •There: :w.as 

awe ·.and thanluigiving·::in•\the .now: quiet faces.· 'Not •a 

souild,reached_ ua :save 'the clear •.·swe$Jt ·notes of· .. :the.:.···· 

meadow lark,r.!Uld . the::;.oo:cas ional • ·distant coo of ·,.:the,. tur"' 
··" ... -- ·-. '-.", ~- ---~- .... :!, ~ ---- .. :.:. -

-,• .-,, 

. •.·. '·' , .. 

But wi.th :the ::b~Hi.u:ty and the.:.quiet,•;came,;:. :too. a 

s.e~!l .. e."of·lonelines$;~(. ·:·,Tears kg.lis:teried-;,. and ''only the 

timely arriyal· on 1,the :rpo:f,· ... of,,;our. ·,supper_sandwich~~ •. 
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knelt in thanksgiving and pra;)'"ei'., and soon, feeling 

safe with no doors below, owing to the measured tread 

of the watchman, we sbuggtL o=. beds and slept. 

But on the morrow, down we came to earth again. 

The grading off of the elevated ridge through the 

sou!;h campus and the filling in ofthe north campus, 

left in~ta wake only yellow clay not a blade of grass. 

Thus_ far the. loan had c 0vered the buildings and the 

'grad~~g• · It was now used up, and there faced us the 

-paving of streets around a stretch of 20 acres, the 

installing.-of sewers, and the redemption -of the yel­

low 6lay campus, the planting· of trees and shnubs, the 

ustiig of left-over brick for gateways, etc~ ·There­

were 'rio ·other houses in the neighborhood •to share the ... ·-.· ·- .. 

,expexi'iie -of'· electric· light conveyance, • and· use··- it or 
~ .. ·- ' . 

ntit':;·'we paid a flat rate of $'15 per· mont');~:• . We too;· 

pitid ·the lion • s share of the cost of laying Colin try 

Club oar rails. from 51st St. to. 56th St., and of -c ~ •- "• • • 
b~5lldtng the shelt-er. houi-le· at the. foot of. 56th- st •. · 

'!h~_·J::l~t:iti~~- of the building was also an expensive: 

prop·ositibn. It cost' us· as mlieh for our 27 boarders 
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aa it would have co.a_t__f_Qr a hundred. "Nerve wredk-

ing!" Yea, nerve wrecking, it muat be admitted, 

but not when one haa a lively faith in Him Who rul­

eth yesterday, today, and forever. 

Rev. ~omaa B. McDonald was a source of great 

consolation during those trying days. 

11 It. will come out all right," he would say, ruid, 

"Mushrooms growths never amount to much.~ 
.<.; ;.-

T~e ~r~ders gone, we planted red clover oner the 
.. ·' 

.VI~ole traot. . It did not c orne up till the :t' allowing 

spring. That first 1~10 fall was a yellow ~lay fall. 

Armed w;t~ a general permission to equip and. do what 
'·-·''· .. ,; . 

we thought fit·, and 
:/.~ ... i. - .• ::~~ ~·· -·: :~ :·. . •. . • 

,, 
lo()king t~ the future,-we put in 

thousands of' shrubs and hundreds of trees that first 

.fall. 

(. 

·nNow or neveru, we thought, ''we will. pay. for 

these th;l.ngs someway." The Mother E.ouse will take 

care .. of the loan unti-'1: we get on our feet. 
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Things went on smoothly that first winter; we 

were very poor, but we were happy. One little in­

cident comes to mind here in connection with our 

first Christmas, 1910. 

Always buoyant and mischievous, Sister Hortense 

McLaUghlin.was determined ~o have a Christmas tree, 

She went out to the yet ungraded Wyandotte street 

where in a_, low spot some young cottonwood!! stood. 

She pulled up one of them by the roots and support-. . - -
·'. 

ing it in a box o.f s:and on the .sisters room table 

e:!l~ay_ '\).POn the fiftla flo0r, f!he _ )?Ut .papers decoration 
-···:,: 

OX?-_. tlle cle~~~.fl~. branches and hung upon them _tlf~ i!:ift 5 

for each Sister. There were holy pict~r~s arld. medals 
~.- . ·•·•. ~ ·-.· . - ':'"• • .l . . . - . 

and some little joke. gift f0r eacli. o:ri~·"·;is:t~Y' in 
...... 

a (iainti~y done-up package .would tind her· own .thim-
.. ~-. 

ble'; anotb.e;, a· spiritual book stolan·::rroin her table 
. -·· • - • ' . r . .• . • ' • ' ~~ -~ . 

·drawer. A jumping jack would spring out· of· another, 

ete • It was a very happy Gb;[>istmaa night~ The next 

day things were tidies up; and the poor cottonwood 
. I 

was thrown out on the terrace. Early in Mar.ch I dis-

covered it with red streamers still dangling. I 

picked it up. 
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11
Th is may grow , __ J,I:c_._}ilorgan '', I said to our 

engineer, "will you dig a hole for it?" The hole 

was dug and the stripling bereft of ita red finery 

was planted. Its large clean white branches have 

been reaching upward these fifteen years, still it 

·now, if we sighted it correctly, is 100 feet high. 

It 16 one of the most beautiful of our: beautllnl 

trees. Some day it shall be labelled: 

OUR FIRST CHRISTMAS TREE 

··Soon our clover was a mass of red swaying over 

'the ·whole campus. How beautiful a sight it W!U!l 

'It protected the blue grass coming up underneath 

-~d it_ !";ave the yellow clay just what it needed-­

nitrogen. But the red faded and it worried us to 

fl:B:'Ye .. t~~- c~s look so ill-kept and faded that ·sec­

'·ond ·summer. The shrubs and trees, however, did 

'• O'U.l' records for that year; 1911, show that the 

igrou.nds were benefitted by a gift of $13,00 from '' 

Mr.· Peter Soden, and by the returns from Archbishop 

Glenn{)n ·,a lectur-e, $1020. The gift of $500 from 
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Mias Agnes a·orrigan,_~:tt this time, was used to equip 

the gymnas:l.Ulll. 

Fortunately expense did not come all ··at 9nce; 

now it 'was one street, .now ·another. OUr good kind 

Bishop:,,r>.ThPm\1-s: li'•i'Lillis· sent. for me one.· day., "No.-, . -~ . 

more_wor~y:~ 11 .--.he daiJ. :. 11 I have been instrumenta-l in 

conve~_ting~;~ister.; St. ::Alban: McGowan's part of ... tlie .es-
, . -"". " . . .. 

~ate_·~t~:,caslQ. ($40,000)•. · It.goes to st. Louis;' and 
.'.\ 

. . . ··' . . l .· ... 

coming··fri:>ilt:,;Kansas·,.Gity, ::it wil·l:-be a.ppl'ied• toc.St., .. f.rer-
~ . ~. . -.~.'. . . .. 

esat s·, ;:It(w'as,: SUC):l.•: a .. Cj)JlBj\liliat-ion to know-~ .t'iJ.at::for, 

the 'next .. t,w.o.•'y,ears·,>:payments were assured on .. :t;lJ.e,loa.n .. ·--·-:· . . . . .. . . .,. ._, ' . ·-- '". •.. ... . .. - . . . . . 

~' . . --.. ;. :.:_ . 

I ap~roached Mr •. J'•(};; Nichols with a pr.opositi,qn 

to )Iltilf:e'~V'fy;~ll.$iot)t.e Str,eet·: curve West,:-just!: at·.•onr'.! en,.(: 
· ... .-: i- ·: _:.- .... --.: 

.trl:qHj·e·(wlil.'.t'e.h·.ir!a:s•.c;vecy •cl_oae·)to ·the._•, street·~·· . The_,, ct ty 
:·· .. ' ,' ·, _: ?_·- ~:,,_ r'--~:~,~---. \; ;_ :." .. '· ·.. . . . . . : . . . . . . . 

agreeing(:;,~.o;\i:ha:ie::this: done.,, deeded;, to.· us: 1n &:y,,.,,_l9ll ---., ___ ---~-· .-, _· ... __ , __ -. ·-._- .. _~·:~~ \._ . .<;·_'.' - -- . . -~~~~-~~:f:.: ~. . 
~;;p~1!1t,ri1>}t:of ·!la.nd;.,having for its greatest width ... · . . . . . . : ·-· . . . -· .. . . .. .. .. - ... 

"10 feet; and curv-ing <>ff gradually' to the· old st)':'eet ., 

lines• ,,, Tb.is deed....W-!l.S- f'il.e_41n .July, 1911 •. But t):l.i~ , 
puah!l.ng~of., .. W.yan\iilicte ·street ,west· w.as an infr~ngement '·, 

·> 
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upon the Yeoman's estate, and for-this infringement 

we paid him in two payments $1025. Edwin and Kate 

Yeomans in turn deeded t.i:Je strip taken of their land to 

the city. 

Then Mr. Nichols presented for approval a plan to 

insert atriangular roaa shrub bed at the crossing of 

Wyandotte· !tr,,eet and Westover RG!ad. This would pttsh o·: · 

traffic still farther away,. and ·ao we approved the plan 

~I1d".'a~r~~d ·in .return to seii aside a similar road bed 

at the north west corner of ou.r campus. Nothing was 

deeded, The triangtilar .plot at our west entrance tech­

n::l.~::ally. belongs to Yeomans' estate; tb,at at the north 
·:·c••. ···." . . . ' 

west corner of our campus belongs to us. 

·'B:owev.er, the. situation at our west entrance W~?.s 

delightfully· improved'by these transactions, and the 
--:·o:-_,,;_ .. :::'"·c .'.··· :~ .. .-;/·~·;.-.'.,~·- :·, '.':"'•. ·,"r'. ~~--- .-. • 

beauty of· the' outlay it was, that attracted to unr. 
'~ :- -~ ... - ··.-··:· .... ·-'-- -~~---- •' -· ---·· . . .... 

street truly fine homes. 

But now ·we· were resting on our o.ars a bit. 
·,;:·--, 

11 All 

things p<~.ss, God alone andure-th-:::!1 Soon the yellow clay 

' •I 
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was changed to good grass sod and the shrubs we;re bloo.rn­

ing and the trees growing. The aohool had been grow­

ing too. Each year had furnished its lovely graduates 

and its exhibitions of its years work in art, and its 

rare music end song, Rnd · itl!l Shakespearian Play. Sis­

ter Nat-ali.:;, our new efficient head of the·art depart­

ment was here 1li those early days, and Sister Clotilda 

still at the head of the music department was here 1m. 

those early daya, and Sister Clotilda. still has· bEien 

here:,all these years. 

But J10thing we do here at Windmoor will ever ·ex­

cel the doings of the old school on Q, uality, Hill •. · 

Who that: was present could ever forget the zm:ui:to •nljm'­

ber that formed St. Tereaa.la part.o·f the ColumbUs Cen­

tennial. Program at .the Grand Theatre, October,. l892t .. :., 

Or the Julius Caesar that the expre,ssion class ·e;av'e>in 

honor. of ·Archbiehop.Glennon 1 s first return visi.j:;;to>. 

Kansas City• , 

Out on the el~ated center of the south campus 

r·see s,t thia moment four men and a gvuup of sia~ers, 

!l. pedestal has been laid and they are putting upon it 

,, 
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1111 heroic statue of our St. Joseph with tho enfant in. 

his arms, tho same statue that stood upon the old St. 

Te.resa 1 s lawn for " nUlllber of years. It was donated 

to St. Teresa 1 a by John Lindley Coates, son of Kersey 

Coates, and bnother of Laura Coates now Mrs. Homer 

Reed of this city. I have in memory a spring day. 

High mass at the Cathedral was just over, F!l.ther .Glen-

non had aruiounced to the congregation at that time 

that. the unveiling; ceremony would occur iimnediately 

aft.er the mass, and extended to them an invitation to 

be present over on the convent grounds. Scattered 

about the erected statue all took part in singing the 

Spirit Crea:'tor. lilld''atblir the ceremony in s:l.ngi.ng, too, 

a h~ to St. Jiiseph'·ahd Holy Goo~ . But :now the dear 

saint has a new stone aolored robe to match his new 

pedestal. He has been resting in a quiet nook during 

the last fourteen years tfud:must thus:·.get out on the·•. 

gr()unds .to attend to :the· putting up 'of. the two build-, . 

lngs that didn •t go ~P· It is a oeautiful statue, and 

it looks well on the·crunpil.s• .••. :. 'Y 

The north campus ·has been somewhat n.egl'ectred in 

the matter of planting trees. We had come to a ;Plaoi!. 
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where expenditure must be out down, but Mother General 

and her assistand Mother Agnes, on their way to the 

western province proposed our putting some trees at 

that end. As always I commissioned St. Joseph to do 

the work. Scarcely had the visitors gone, when the 

door bell rang and a tall strong, well-dressed man 

stood there who said, "I have th!~-:tree':"digging wagon 

on the Markt:~t. May I plant the tree upon it in your 
··. · .. 

groillldB 1 It will be a good ad for -·~e. 11 

"I shall be glad to have it indeed, I answer.ed, 

taking in at a glance that it was a strong 50 foot 

<:>:Ln!~ ... Il:e !lJJld _'!_lis men, four . of them, drove down the 

treeles end, of the campus. and planted it easily with 
-·- -:~ . --· ., 

a·truly wonderful machine. 
··· .. . ~ .;:· 

·It never occure.d .to me .to say, ''Where did it come 

't,rc>m.?tt j_natead I said, 
·. ::: ._,···.~\·>·., f·· ,-

"qould ypu :get me some more 
... ·} ''/:. ·: >''.' ,:1"_ . , . . •:. 

big. t:ce.es like this? 
,·, 

·""'··' /fi think' so", he a:Piswered~ 11h01!1' ·many would you 
~~,, :.ii : ' . 

want?" 

ttr want a. forest down here;-" 1-.replied, "twenty. 

or••more; but wha.t wi1'Iyo'ur·-,charge be·•·per tree?" ·; ... 
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A contract was sign_~d for twentr trees at $25 

per tree, $1.2, 50 to be paid at the end of the first 

year, if the trees lived, and the other $12.50 at the 

end of the second year. How goo(i .it seemed. I had 

thought such trees worth $100. 

The trees were brought in regularly, sometimes two 

a. da;y:. sometimes more, and fiv_e Cedars of Lebe.non be­

sides were brought from the.cottage of an old couple 

)Vho were glad. to get cas]t f'or a few of their many trees. 

The oHil Pe}()P.~€l wou~~ only deal with us directly and were 

· paid f'or their tree.s . $25 ee,ch, minus the cost of moving 
'' •' -,y,,,,_: •, 0 ," 0 ' ' ' •'' • 

them. rn.:allw,.e hadgqt t!l'enty"'-five trees when the in­

ventor came to tell us that his mother-1n-law had a seiJ-.-,. ~ ·-· ;_ 

,i . 

:l,ous accident and that his wife wanted him home at once. 

"If you pay tb,_e $12.50 cash. per tr.ee~' he said, "I ,...,:_·- ·-- ~-.. . . .. . .. -.. '.,. . . . . ' ' - . 

wi~l. ,cancel the balan,~,e •" He handed me the contract . I 

,.had signed and I hw;deP:.~i_rn a. check. for. 20 trees at 

$12.50 

. He wa·s .g_.oiie! A week or two later I noticed two 

di'stlnguished looking men wandering about . the campus. 
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I went out and asked, "would -you care to go through 

tha building?" 

"Not toda-y, Sister," one replied, "We were only 

looking at your trees." I launched forth. Gn: an enthu­

siastic story of the splendid trees got for so little~ 

money, 

Smiling they listened, when the other asked, "do 

you kriow where your trees came fTom?2 

"No, that never occurred to me", I said. 

11 They were stolen from Swope Park in. the broad 

day:Clight ~he answered." ·· > 

"stolen~ I said, "stolen!" 

Now don't be alarmed", he continued, "every man . 

ori• the park board is glad to have you: have them, and 

sorry' yoU:"did not get a few. more. The fact that youll' 

! t•ree mB.n brought them he,re saved him from the pen •. We 

coiitiscated his wagon and ordered him ·out of town." 

• Now what do you think of St. Joseph's doing such 

a thing as that? As.a punishment we have·coD!Dlissioned 

him to take care o:f tge souls of the Park Boar.t-ofi.the 
" 
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tree planters. 

Now we had completed our first five years at 

Windmoor. Desirous of holding degrees just to further 

the interest of the St. Teresa College Department, I 

expressed to Mother General a wish to go to the Catho­

lic University of America for the required residence. 

My wish was granted, a. new superior was appointed, 

and many of the first sisters were changed that summer. 

How good it felt to Jrnow that .their aucces'sors could 

now tread their hard-earned halls restfully! That 

they found the building so eq uipped in every way ·that 

nothing new was added during the next six years except 

the radio outfit donated by the. Juniors of 1923; that 

the building was so well built that not a repair was 

made; that the "hundreds of trees" and thousands of 

):Jhrubs were busy beautifying themselves and the campus 

with no thought on the part of anyone; that though . 

some 'little floating debts had accrued ·during ths au:m,.. 

mer~' s vacation, they were nothing compared to what had 

been done and paid for during the years 1910-1915-­

such were our consoli..}lg thoughts· about the matter. 
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Some good things--;· however, were done during the 

period 1915. A flag pole was erected and the cement 

walk was laid from gate to gate. Then, too, earnest 

work had been adoing in the school, which in 1916 was 

accredited by the MissourLtrn:&versity and Assooiation 

of American Colleges fpr Junior College Work •. 

Of course the Mother House met· the loan payments 
. . .. ' '. . . . .. 

except. the first one during .. the .period of ,struggle 

1910-UllS. But it met '!'oo. the, loan __ ob~igations .. just 

the. same .i!turing the oomparative rest pe.riod, 1915-1919, 

unt.il when the tenth, year ,_.of the ,loan arrived a:t which 
. '· .. . ' .,_, . '.,.. .. 

point the community had the privilege_ of taking upat 
~ . ., . . ' . . . . . :. ' ·: •• . . - \ . 

will• any or all of the loan•-- the Moth~r House, boue;ht 

up $100,000 worth of· bonds. ancJ_ a new loan was made 

for the balance still owing on the place • 

. ·:·- i . <"-

Now the bonded __ 9b1igation cut. d.8W.:U .to 1/3 its form­

er amo1ll1:t was henc~f?rth, e!l:sily .CilJ!r~ed,. 'b,Y ~b,e .st. 

Teresa_corporation~ , __ .->· .. 

Then another h-appening_.,called fp~ gl!ldness •. The 

old St. Teresa's which even when th·e struggle was not 
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ours, found a buy.er-!Uld was sold bringing almost 

enough to remunerate the Mother Hous~ ffor its generous 

help. 

Now we have reached Plate IV in the evolution 

of st. Teresa's Academy, which even the statement 

"hundreds of trees and thousands of sl;lrubs 11 was no 

exaggeration. We started !Ul exact count of our trees 

yesterday. I had reached one thousand, and there must 

be. five hundred more on the parts of the ground not 

considered,_.and we have truly ten times as .m~ny smmbs. 

Each year .finds us !J-dding _some va~~able specimen of 

tree so that we are gradually reaching the desired 

goal of a veritable botanical garden, a wild flower 

reserve, and "bird refuge. 

st .. Joseph 1 s elm in the extreme ziorth campus 

from which his sta.t_ue hbg in a glass..'.doored niche 

r_o'r _two years· during 'the heave-to period, holds place 

as the second most perfect elm in the United states, 

one in Worcester, Massachusetts holding first place. 

The agricultural e<i]?Gol':b:$ from Missouri University 
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who m~do this pronouncement fixed tho age of our elm 

at two hundred years. Mother M. Pious Neenan had 

some careful work done upon it in the fall of 1921. 

The great branches are trees in themselves and needed 

supporting. 

Among our trees are represented the following 

families: 

I. Magnoliceae II. Anona ceae III. Liliaceae 

10 Tulip trees 4 Pfi!Paww 1 Linden 

2 Downy Linden 

LV. Simaroubaceae v. Aquifoliaceae Vi. Hippocastanaoeae 

1 Ailanthus 1 American Holly 2 Horse Chestnut 

VII. Aoeraoeae VI.II. Anacardi&oeae 

1 Silver Maple 

2 Norway Maple 

3 Sugar Maple 

4 Red Maple 

5 Sycamore Maple 

6 Cut-leaf Maple. 

'7 Box Elder 

.X. Rosaceae 

1 Canada Plum 

2 Wild Plum 

3 Wild Red Cherry 

4 Choke .cherry 

1 Staghorn Sumac 

2 Mountain Sumadl 

3 Velvet Sumac 

IX. Leguminosae 

1 Roney Locust 

2 Kentucky Cof. 

3 Rtbud Tree. 
" 

5 European Mountain Ash 

6 American.Mt. Ash 

7 Scarlet Haw 

8 Frliit Trees 



XI. Oleaceae 

1 Ash 3 Black Ash 

2 Red Ash 4 Green Ash 

l!tii. Trees not included in the classif'ication: 

Bladderwort, Maiden-hair, Beech, Hackberry 

( ' 
l 
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Birds of Windmoor: 

Woodpeckers 

Red-head 

Golden-flicker 

Downy Woodpecker 

Jay 

Bluebird 

Bob White 

Cardinal 

Oriole 

Crackle 

Blackbird 

K:l:ngsb!hrd 

Baltimore~ 

Barn Swallow 

Robin 

Orchard O'v.of.e. 
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Canary 

Gold finch 

Yellow warbler 

Mocking bird 

Thrasher 

Cat.-bird 

Sparrow 

Song 

English 

Bunco 

Wren 

Blackbirds 

Crow 

Night hawk 

Starling 
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