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Welcome ...............................................................................Sue Ellen McCalley, Ph.D. 

Avila Professor of Education and Psychology 
Chair, Truman Lecture Series

Host  ...................................................................................... Ron Slepitza, Ph.D., CSJA 
President, Avila University

Harry S. Truman Distinguished Lecturers ......................................... Norm Conard 
Executive Director, Lowell Milken Center 

Megan (Stewart) Felt 
Program Director, Lowell Milken Center

#AvilaTLS20

Life in a Jar: The Irena Sendler Project by Jack Mayer is a  
powerful story of the Holocaust and more. First, it is the story  
of the extraordinary Irena Sendler, the great rescuer of Warsaw. It is 
also the inspirational story of students from Kansas, each carrying  
their own painful burden, each called in their own complex way to  
the history of a Catholic woman who knocked on Jewish doors in  
the Warsaw ghetto and, in Sendler’s own words, “tried to talk the  
mothers out of their children.” Inspired by Irena Sendler, they are  
living examples of the power of one person to change the world  
and models for young people everywhere.”

BY JACK MAYER

Featuring: Norm Conard & Megan (Stewart) Felt 
T hur s day,  O c t ob er  22,  20 20

Life in a Jar



History of Harry S. Truman Distinguished Lecture Series 
Avila University received exclusive rights from former President Harry S. Truman to 
establish a lecture series in his name in 1970. The permission was granted to S. Olive 
Louise Dallavis, CSJ, who served as president of Avila University from 1960–1985.

Past Lecturers Include:
Louis Zamperini WWII prisoner of war, 1936 American Olympian 
Bob Harris Author, The International Bank of Bob
Alephonsion Deng Co-author, They Poured Fire on Us from the Sky
Jonathan M. Katz Author, The Big Truck That Went By
Carolyn Maull McKinstry  Author, While the World Watched
Reyna Grande Author, The Distance Between Us
William Kamkwamba Author, The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind
Reggie Shaw A Deadly Wandering: A Tale of Tragedy and    
 Redemption in the Age of Attention
William F. Buckley Political Analyst, Author & Columnist
Sr. Helen Prejean, CSJ Social Justice Activist
Nancy Landon Kassebaum Kansas Senator
Clarence M. Kelley Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

We would especially like to recognize and thank  
the following for their work on this project:
• Avila University Office of Marketing & Communication  
• Avila University Information Technology

Committee Members
Sue Ellen McCalley, Ph.D. Committee Chair  

Professor of Education and Psychology
Charlene Gould, Ph.D. Dean of the College of Liberal Arts and  

Social Sciences
Paige Illum, Ph.D. Director of  Student Engagement and Success/ 

Adjunct Faculty
Aaron Bennett, M.S. Events & Meetings Coordinator, Advancement
Darren Roubinek Sr. Director of Marketing and Communications

Special thanks to our presenting sponsor:



Connect with the Lowell Milken Center for Unsung 
Heroes & Life in a Jar: The Irena Sendler Project  

Web: lowellmilkencenter.org
Facebook: facebook.com/LowellMilkenCenter   
Instagram: lowellmilkenctr
Twitter: @LowellMilkenCtr      
YouTube: LowellMilkenCtr

Web: irenasendler.org
Facebook: facebook.com/irenasendlerproject

Connect with the Midwest Center for  
Holocaust Education

Web: mchekc.org/
Facebook: facebook.com/MidwestCenterforHolocaustEducation/

Upcoming Programing from the  
Midwest Center for Holocaust Education 
Kristallnacht Commemoration
Kristallnacht on Film: From Reportage to Reenactments, 1938-1988
November 9, 2020 – 6:30 p.m. – Via Zoom 

This year’s community-wide Kristallnacht commemoration, 
presented in partnership with Congregation Kol Ami, will feature 
Dr. Lawrence Baron.

In the absence of first hand footage of Kristallnacht, newsreels, 
documentaries and feature films employed a range of approaches 
to depict it in the ensuing decade. Dr. Baron will trace the 
evolution of these cinematic images within chronological and 
national contexts until home movies of the event surfaced in the 
1980s. Clips of these portrayals of Kristallnacht will be screened. 

 Register at https://mchekc.org/kristallnacht/



Upcoming Programing from the  
Midwest Center for Holocaust Education continued

Opening June 2021 • VIP Anytime Tickets On Sale Now
Become a Supporter Today • Multiple Sponsorship Opportunities Available

An Exhibition By Presented By Supported By Official Hotel Partner

The most comprehensive exhibition on Auschwitz featuring 700 original objects.

“A long life in public service has convinced me that the 
future of this country rests squarely on the right – and 
the obligation – of its citizens to do what you are doing 
tonight – to inform yourselves about the important 
public issues so that you can act, and vote, on the basis 
or knowledge and not prejudice.”

FORMER PRESIDENT HARRY S. TRUMAN / 
OCTOBER 12, 1971

Founded and inspired by the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet

Be Inspired.


